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Objective: This article aims to examine the representation of the occupation of Iran in
September 1941 by Allied forces in Iranian television series, as an essential subject of
contemporary historiography. The historical period in question was marked by the
bitterness of the occupation, which occurred after Iran had declared its neutrality.
Furthermore, the occupiers, through overt interference, deposed Reza Shah from the
monarchy and imposed their desired conditions on the country's administration. An
examination of this event through its representation in dramatic works can be effective in
analyzing the efficacy or inefficacy of the first Pahlavi era. It is particularly important to
note that this investigation is conducted in contrast to narratives that portray this period as
an age of achievements and glory. Therefore, the present research seeks to analyze how
this occupation is represented in Iranian series and provide a better understanding of
historical representation in visual media.

Research Method: This study employs a qualitative content analysis method. The
population under study includes four Iranian series: "My Uncle Napoleon" ("Da'i Jan
Napoleon"), "The King's Mystery" ("Moammaye Shah"), "In the Wind's Eye" ("Dar
Cheshm-e Bad"), and "The Lady" ("Khatoon"), which were produced by different
producers, in various production organizations, and during different time periods. Data
were collected through library research and direct observation of the series' scenes. The
unit of analysis was the scenes related to the occupation, and coding was performed in
three stages.

Findings: The results of the analysis indicate that the representation of Iran's occupation in
these series primarily focuses on negative aspects. Numerous scenes depict the country's
military forces as weak, the ruling government as inefficient, and the occupying forces as
immoral (displaying violence and exploitation), alongside the outbreak of widespread
famine and hunger, the spread of diseases, and pervasive insecurity in society. These
elements are often accompanied by symbolic imagery such as the devastation of cities, the
suffering of ordinary people, and administrative corruption. In contrast, the series have
attempted to highlight nationalist sentiments among the people, including the formation of
popular resistance groups, social solidarity, and a spirit of patriotism, which are displayed
in scenes such as public gatherings or individual heroic acts. This dual representation
portrays the occupation not only as an external event but also as an internal product of the
incompetence of the first Pahlavi government.

Conclusion: Based on the findings, it can be concluded that the August-September 1941
occupation is represented in Iranian series as a bitter and tragic memory, with the
weakness of the central government in protecting the country being palpable.
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