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Objective: This article is written with the aim of explaining the technical
criticisms of the approach employed by Baha'is in their interpretation of Qur'anic
verses and religious texts.

Research Method: In the present research, using textual analysis and library
research methods, the concept of ta'wil (esoteric interpretation) and its rules of
application in religious texts are first elucidated. Subsequently, a collection of
Baha'i interpretations related to the finality of prophethood is gathered, and they
are subjected to formal and content-based criticism.

Findings: The most significant challenge for Baha'i missionaries in proving their
claim to Muslims is the verses and narrations that explicitly indicate the finality
of the prophethood of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). Since Baha'is cannot
deny the authenticity of the Qur'an and the prophethood of Muhammad (PBUH),
they have endeavored to cast doubt on the meaning of finality or the authenticity
and signification of the narrations concerning it. Their primary method for
achieving this goal is to interpret the verses and hadiths related to the finality of
prophethood in a non-literal sense, such that one can no longer infer the
termination of prophethood from them. The majority of these interpretations are
found in the works of Baha'u'llah himself, "Abdu'l-Baha, Abul-Fadl Gulpayigani,
Hamdi Al-Muhammad, and Ibrahim Khan. This is despite the fact that ta'wil has
specific criteria, mentioned in the text, which have unfortunately been
disregarded in Baha'i writings.

Conclusion: The evidence from this research strengthens the conjecture that
Baha'i authors use ta'wil not so much as a path to understanding the inner
meaning of texts, but rather as a tool to justify their stance and escape the
criticisms of Muslim theologians. For this reason, they do not adhere to its
established criteria; consequently, their interpretations lack the necessary
scientific and professional standards.
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