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Objective: This study aims to investigate and analyze the linguistic and semiological
foundations of Allamah Tabataba'i in his Qur'anic exegesis. The primary goal is to reveal
the interaction and alignment between the traditional method of "interpreting the Qur'an by
the Qur'an" (tafsir al-Qur'an bi al-Qur'an) and modern semantic and linguistic methods for
understanding Qur'anic discourse and discovering divine intentions.

Research Method: This research has been conducted using a descriptive-analytical
method. The data is primarily extracted from the exegesis Al-Mizan and other works by
Allamah Tabataba'i. The analysis is based on citations from original sources and a
comparison of the introduced foundations with the principles of contemporary semantics.

Findings: Key linguistic foundations of Allamah Tabataba'i include: the Qur'an's speech
following a rational, conversational method,; its lexical and structural eloquence; and the
meaningfulness and knowledge-producing nature of its propositions. His semiological
foundations include: the conventional relationship between word and meaning; the priority
of the Qur'an's own customary usage in determining meaning; the superiority of spiritual
referents over material ones; the evolution of meaning over time; a context-oriented
approach to words and verses; and attention to the "distinctive verses" (Ayat al-Ghurr) as
key semantic nodes. These findings demonstrate that Allamah Tabataba'i's method is not
merely a practical strategy but is underpinned by profound, systematic theoretical
foundations that resonate and align with many principles of contemporary semantics—
such as the emphasis on context, usage, and semantic networks.

Conclusion: Understanding the discourse of the Qur'an necessitates a return to the text
itself and an intra-textual analysis. Allamah Tabataba'i's method—rooted in tradition yet
possessing rich theoretical potential—offers an effective model for understanding religious
texts in the modern era. This research concludes that the traditional "Qur'an-by-Qur'an"
method is not obsolete; on the contrary, it is capable of dialogue and integration with
modern methods and provides a groundwork for expanding lexical-conceptual studies of
the Qur'an within contemporary frameworks.
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