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‘Irfant ethics (mystical ethics), as one of the major approaches within
Islamic ethics, plays a significant role in explaining moral virtues (fada 'il)
and vices (rada’il) on the basis of the metaphysical and epistemological
foundations of Islamic ‘%rfan. Drawing upon the principles of Islamic
mysticism, this approach examines the dispositions (malakar) and qualities
of the soul (nafs) together with the actions that arise from them, while
offering practical guidance for acquiring virtues and avoiding vices in order
to promote the moral and spiritual perfection (kamal) of the human being.
Nevertheless, one of the major challenges in this field is the ambiguity
surrounding the definition of ‘irfani ethics and its distinction from practical
mysticism (al- irfan al-‘amali). The present study addresses this issue by
investigating the following question: What is ‘irfant ethics, and how does it
differ from practical mysticism and non-mystical ethical approaches? The
findings indicate that ‘irfant ethics is a discipline that explains ethical issues
on the basis of the principles of Islamic mysticism and is fundamentally
distinct from practical mysticism with respect to its subject matter,
objectives, and principal concerns. The subject of ‘irfant ethics is the moral
qualities and voluntary actions of the soul, whereas practical mysticism is
concerned with the spiritual stations (magamat) and inner states (ahwal) of
the heart on the path of spiritual wayfaring (suliik). Likewise, the primary
objective of ‘irfani ethics is to identify moral virtues and vices and to
explain the means of acquiring or avoiding them, whereas the ultimate goal
of practical mysticism is the realization of true tawhid through annihilation
in God (fana’ fi Allah) and spiritual subsistence in Him (baqa’ bi Allah). By
offering a comprehensive definition of ‘rfani ethics and clarifying its
distinction from practical mysticism, this study seeks to provide a clearer
conceptual framework for employing the potential of this approach in moral
and spiritual education.
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Love (‘ishg) occupies a central position in the ontological
demonstrations of theoretical mysticism (al- irfan al-nazari) and
Transcendent Philosophy (al-Hikmah al-Muta ‘aliyah), to the extent
that their metaphysical framework may aptly be described as an
ontology of love. According to the epistemological and
metaphysical principles of these traditions, a being devoid of love
has no genuine ontological reality; both God—Exalted and
Glorified—and all manifestations (mazahir) of His Being are, in
their respective modes, characterized by love. Moreover, love
constitutes a foundational principle in both mystical ontology and
Sadrian metaphysics. First, it is one of the Divine Attributes of
Beauty (al-sifat al-jamaliyyah). Second, it is the origin of creation
and the principle governing the arc of descent (gaws al-nuzil)
through the movement of love (al-harakah al-ubbiyyah). Third, it
permeates all levels and manifestations of existence. Fourth, it is
the cause of the return of all existential realities (kalimat al-wujid)
to their Origin in the arc of ascent (qaws al-su id). Employing a
descriptive-analytical methodology, this study examines the place
of love within the ontological arguments of theoretical mysticism
and Transcendent Philosophy, demonstrating its function across
these four interrelated dimensions, which encompass both the
beginning and the end of the cosmic order. The study argues, first,
that within this ontological paradigm there is no conflict between
intellect (‘agl) and love; rather, intellect itself establishes love as
the very foundation of its metaphysical vision. Second, it
demonstrates that love is neither illusory nor ethically
reprehensible; instead, it constitutes the very principle and ground
of reality throughout both the arc of descent and the arc of ascent.
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Verses 150 of Stirat al-A ‘raf and 92-93 of Strat Ta Ha describe the
apparently harsh confrontation of the Prophet Moses (Miisa, peace
be upon him) with his brother, the Prophet Aaron (Harin, peace be
upon him), following the episode of the Israelites' worship of the
golden calf. These verses present one of the most challenging
exegetical issues in the Qur'an. Given that both prophets, like all
divine messengers, are protected by ‘ismah (infallibility) from sin
and error, how can Aaron's apparent silence in the face of the
Israelites’ idolatry and Moses' subsequent severe rebuke of him be
explained? This study argues that Moses' conduct should be
understood as a pedagogical and corrective measure intended to
awaken the Children of Israel (Bani Isra’il). The public nature of
this confrontation led the Israelites to repentance, eradicated the
roots of shirk (polytheism) and dualistic tendencies from their
community, and ultimately saved the lives of tens of thousands of
people. The proposed interpretation is grounded in the rhetorical
principle of iyyaka a ‘nt wa isma 7 ya jarah ("l address you, but |
intend another"), according to which the apparent addressee is not
the ultimate object of the message. This interpretation accounts for
all dimensions of the incident, satisfactorily resolves the principal
objections raised in its regard, and remains fully consistent with
both the outward meaning of the Qur'anic verses and the doctrine
of prophetic infallibility. Furthermore, the study maintains that
Moses' initial judgment concerning Aaron's conduct was based on
the apparent circumstances (zawahir al-amr), since prophets are
not obliged to judge on the basis of unseen knowledge (ilm al-
ghayb) unless divinely instructed to do so.
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According to Imami theologians, the existence of the Prophet
(nabi) and the Imam (imam) is rationally necessary. By "necessity,"
they do not mean the mere goodness (usn) of the Prophet's or
Imam'’s existence; rather, on the basis of the rational principle of al-
husn wa al-qub’ al- ‘agliyyan (rational moral goodness and evil),
they maintain that the existence of the Prophet and the Imam is
indispensable for divine guidance (hidayah). Several objections
have been raised against this doctrine. First, it is argued that the
knowledge conveyed by the Prophet and the Imam belongs to the
sphere of human knowledge and is therefore fallible. Second,
neither the Prophet nor the Imam has been present among all
people in every age. Third, access to and understanding of religious
texts can also be achieved by other human beings. On this basis,
the necessity of prophethood and imamate has been subjected to
serious criticism. The findings of the present study, however, reject
these objections. First, not all forms of human knowledge are
fallible; some are immune from error. Second, the absence of the
Prophet or the Imam in certain periods is attributable to human
misuse of free will and the absence of the conditions required for
their manifest presence, and thus does not contradict the doctrine of
lusf (divine grace) or the occultation (ghaybah) of the Imam. Third,
while the outward meanings of the revealed texts may be accessible
to others, access to their inner meanings (bugin) is not attainable by
everyone and is reserved exclusively for the divine prophets and
saints (awliya’). Employing a descriptive-analytical methodology,
this article offers a critical examination of the claim that
prophethood and imamate are not necessary, as advanced in the
book The Theory of Imamate on the Scale of Critique.
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Tadabbur (reflective contemplation) of the revealed verses of the
Holy Qur'an has emerged both as a distinctive exegetical approach
and as a developing school of Qur'anic interpretation that seeks to
uncover the interrelationships among Qur'anic expressions and to
attain a deeper understanding of the meanings and messages of the
divine revelation. The present study aims to examine the Qur'anic
verses related to tadabbur and to analyze them in light of major
exegetical approaches. The central research question concerns the
significance of tadabbur in the Holy Qur'an as understood through
the interpretations of Qur'anic exegetes (mufassirin) and the verses
that explicitly address this concept. Employing a descriptive-
analytical methodology, the study investigates the semantic and
interpretive dimensions of tadabbur within the Qur'anic discourse.
The findings indicate that tadabbur signifies the thoughtful
comprehension, profound apprehension, and wise acceptance of
divine discourse. In the Quranic context, it denotes insight
(basirah) into the meanings of revelation and the recognition of the
intrinsic coherence and consistency of its message. Owing to its
indispensable role in understanding religious knowledge, tadabbur
receives particular emphasis in such verses as Q. 4:82, 23:68,
47:24, and 38:29. These verses highlight several foundational
themes, including the absence of contradiction (ikAtilaf in the sense
of inconsistency) within the Qur'an, its divine origin as revelation
from the Supreme Source, the continuity and confirmation of
earlier revealed teachings rather than the introduction of
unprecedented doctrines, the warning against hearts that are sealed
(agfal al-qulub) and thus incapable of reflection, and the
distinguished status of the Uliz al-Albab (people of sound intellect)
as the true practitioners of Qur'anic contemplation.
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